
 

Hem debuts limited edition Decorative Accessory Collection 

during Milan Design Week 

 
 

March 2019 – Swedish design brand Hem is introducing its first decorative accessory 

collection, produced in collaboration with Modern Design Review. In line with Hem’s 

ethos of making unique products with lasting value, the collection has been 

developed with the purpose of promoting strong independent creative voices, 

studio-based production processes and creating extraordinary objects. The 

collection will comprise of a series of decorative accessories, launched throughout 

2019 at different international events; the first being next month’s Milan Design Week 

(8-14 April). 

  

The inaugural product from this new collection is the ‘Superscene’ ceramic 

collection from John Booth and Ian McIntyre collaborating as Supergroup. These 

signed, limited edition ceramic sculptures are a reflection on the idea of 

ornamentation; their function is purely decorative. Ian McIntyre and John Booth 

have pooled their talents, applying their respective skills to the making of the 

objects. The resulting 3 pieces each explore familiar techniques of ceramic 

ornament; hand painting is applied to the rainbow in a typically dynamic style by 



Booth, textural glaze is decoration enough for the cloud whilst a range of dipped 

and brushed glazes cover the flowers. The pieces are oversized and impactful, 

playful and designed to give pleasure. Superscene is a bold and joyful declaration 

of decoration. 

 

‘’For Hem, these small-batch and limited-edition processes represent a sustainable 

way of launching an accessory line, making sure that even the smaller Hem pieces 

have lasting value and are kept and cherished for a long time to come.’’ - Petrus 

Palmér, Founder at Hem 

 

Hem invited Modern Design Review to curate their new Decorative Accessory 

Collection with a view to exploring the creativity and exciting methods of 

manufacture that are found in small studio production, an area that Laura Houseley 

of Modern Design Review is particularly interested in.  

 

"The collection is made up of exceptional pieces that are each true expressions of 

their makers. It has been great to explore, along with Hem, exactly what it is that 

makes a decorative, collectible piece of design. We are so excited that these 

products are being made available to Hem's audience" –  Laura Houseley, Founder 

Modern Design Review 

 

The limited edition accessory line will be unveiled at Hem’s Gallery & Garden in Brera 

alongside new furniture collaborations with Max Lamb and LucidiPevere. From 8-10 

April, the designers will take their turn to host an aperitivo within the space giving 

visitors the chance to question them first-hand about their latest works (schedule 

details to follow). 
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About Hem 

Hem is built on the love for pioneering design. A straightforward direct-to-customer 

model allows Hem to conceive and manufacture trailblazing design of the highest 

quality and to make it available to an international audience. Hem offers over 400 

products available in 34 nations. 

Hem is Swedish for ‘home’ and the company was founded in 2014 and is based in 

Stockholm. Working with the most relevant designers of today, including Max 

Lamb, Luca Nichetto, Pauline Deltour, GamFratesi and Philippe Malouin. 

About Modern Design Review 

Modern Design Review is a publication that covers the best of the product, 

people and theory at the effervescent tip of contemporary design. The magazine 

offers a considered and curated insight into modern design with original and 

creative storytelling, plus plenty of contributions from talented photographers, 

writers and designers. Modern Design Review is committed to exploring modern 

design with the creativity and curiosity that the discipline deserves. The magazine 

was founded in 2015 and has since branched out into various fields such as 

curating public exhibitions like PlasticScene; an exhibition about the use of waste 

plastic during London Design Festival 2018, and the Ready, Made, Go project 

which has seen the magazine commission works from 24 London-based designers. 

MDR Gallery, a further evolution of the publication, is a contemporary design 

gallery selling the wok of young designers. Laura Houseley is the founder and 

Editor-in-Chief. 

About Supergroup 

At first glance, Ian McIntyre and John Booth might appear to exist at alternate 

ends of the design spectrum. However, these friends and studio mates have been 

exploring their common creative ground for some time, beginning with a number 

of casual collaborations in 2018. Whilst John’s decorative work and Ian’s 

approach to form and technique suggest different points of view, the two makers 

list a series of common grounds that have brought them together. Amongst these 

is a shared appreciation for accessible design and works that have transparency; 

with John this is reflected in his unprecious illustrative hand and for Ian in utilitarian 

and functional forms. “We both enjoy the debunking of formal ceramic traditions 



and dislike opulent or overly refined aesthetics. Plus, our skill sets are 

complimentary” says Ian McIntyre. Supergroup is the formal coming together of 

these two makers and the platform from which Ian and John will present their 

future collaborations, whilst simultaneously continuing their own practices. 

About Ian McIntyre 

Hailing from Leeds, Ian McIntyre studied an MA in Ceramics and Glass at the Royal 

College of Art, graduating in 2010. He is a founding member of Studio Manifold in 

East London and an associate lecturer at Kingston University and Central Saint 

Martins. Ian holds a Collaborative Doctoral Award with Manchester School of Art, 

York Art Gallery and The British Ceramics Biennial. With a background in product 

design and applied art, Ian employs a mixture of industrial design and craft skills 

within his work. This typically incorporates in-depth research and careful 

consideration and application of technique. Ian’s skill and knowledge of 

manufacturing in clay, both studio-based and industrial, is much sought after and 

he has collaborated with a wide range of design manufacturers and cultural 

institutions including Vitsoe, Another Country, Very Good & Proper, Jerwood Visual 

Arts and The Helen Hamlyn Centre for Design. 

About John Booth 

Born in Scotland and raised in Cumbria, John Booth moved to London in 2004 to 

study a BA in Fashion Print Design at Central Saint Martins. He has since returned to 

CSM as a lecturer and has also taught at the University of Westminster. His versatile 

practice and prolific output have led John to work across multiple disciplines, in 

many contexts, and with many materials. His skill with applied decoration is 

profound; he creates joyful works with a characteristic and colourful naïve style. 

John has worked in collaboration with brands such as Zandra Rhodes, John 

Galliano, Globetrotter and Fendi as well the gallery House of Voltaire. 
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