
Press Release
Frankfurt, 09 November 2015

BETWEEN BUREAUCRACY AND POETRY 

„01.04.1915 – 30.04.1915“ – A GRAPHIC AND POETIC INVESTIGATION OF THE GENOCIDE OF THE ARMENIANS 

Seyyal Carnetto, artistic and executive Co-Director of the state-approved Academy of Visual Arts, Frankfurt 
investigates the political facts of the genocide of the Armenians employing the mediums language and 
graphics. With the use of the method of „transnotation“, Carnetto in her publication sounds out the 
conflicting realms of bureaucracy and poetry as well as the interrelations of language and society in 
a surprising way. 

In her book, published at this year’s Frankfurt Book Fair under the own publishing house of the Academy 
of Visual Arts, Frankfurt, Carnetto uses a „wordsmith-“ process. She viewed reports, notifications  and 
decrees from the Political Archive of the German Department of Foreign Affairs relating to the period of 
the book’s title, transscribed the documents and subsequently cut up and placed the linguistic material 
afresh. The result is a remarkable poetisation of the raw material. „01.04.1915 – 30.04.1915“ is furthermore 
a significant example for the Academy of Visual Arts’ approach to integrate the tools of design in political 
and societal questions and implement them as a means for critical perspective. 

The 24 April 1915 with the arrest and deportation of the Armenian elite in the Ottoman Empire marks the 
start of the first genocide of the 20th century on European grounds. Until today this genocide has neither 
in Turkey nor in Germany been recognised as such. However, the historic documents are unambigous: 
Without the German Empire as an ally, the genocide would not have been feasible for the Young Turks. 
The then German Chancellor, Bethmann Hollweg described the German position as such: »It is our only 
goal, to keep Turkey on our side until the end of the war, regardless of the perishing of Armenians or not.« 
As such, German responsibles supported the approach of the Young Turkish government against the 
Armenians. 
In Carnetto’s procedure, the question what joint responsibility Germany carries for the genocide is only of 
secondary importance, the analysis of the documents takes place on a linguistic-structural level. For every 
document a new linguistic structure develops, which extends the military-strategic semantic domain into 
a poetic-literary realm. 

At the same time, the method of transnotation in the medium of art and with the use of graphic means, 
lifts the historic and political matter in a surprising way into consciousness. Seyyal Carnetto updates it and 
requests confrontation with this dark chapter of history. 

The documents, that slumber in the archives hardly receiving any public attention, become explosive 
material. The manoeuvrability and manipulation potential of language become visible. From sober and 
bureaucratic processes the lifted linguistic material comes to life. No premature judgment but a subtle and 
thorough approach. 

Ends. /



NOTES TO EDITORS:

„01.04.1915 – 30.04.1915“ – „A linguistic transnotation of state documents on the genocide of the 
Armenians“ appears under the own publishing house of the Academy of Visual Arts, Frankfurt. 

Design: Gina Mönch, Berlin
Paper: Manila carton 350 g/m2, Alsterwerkdruck 120 g/m2
Font: Bluu, Studio Regular, Lido STF
Scope: 100 Pages
ISBN 978-3-933176-04-2
25 EUR 

The Academy of Visual Arts, Frankfurt

The state-approved University, Academy of Visual Arts, Frankfurt, practices an interconnected approach, 
transcending the boundaries of classic design disciplines and is as thus unique in the German academic 
landscape. Together with artists, designers, humanists, information technologists, architects and natural 
scientists, the students work on aesthetic, philosophical and technological questions and develop 
innovative design solutions. 
The academy combines teaching and research assignments. It analyses current practices of form and 
discourse in the field of design,  develops and supports new fields of design application as well as transla-
tes current scientific methods and techniques to use them in the design process. 
The eight semester long, bilingual full time course encompasses the specialist areas textiles, fashion, la 
wand politics, art, culture as well as as society and social issues. Central to the course is the link between 
teaching, research and practice.

Founded in 1957 by Carlo Ruppert based on the model of the Bauhaus, the Academy has established itself 
as a noteworthy institution for visual communication nationally and internationally. In close cooperation 
with partners from economy and culture, it stays abreast of the growing importance of design. 
The Academy of Visual Arts regularly publishes documents, that are results of the work processes and 
questions the University deals with. Recent examples are the publications „Eurypan“ by Tomaso Carnetto 
and „01.04.1915 – 30.04.1915“ – „A linguistic transnotation of state documents on the genocide of the 
Armenians“ by Seyyal Carnetto, published by Trademark Publishing in September 2015.

Seyyal Carnetto

studied communication design and since intensively focusses on – theoretically and practically - the 
areas of design, art, fashion and poetry. Following numerous teaching posts at the Academy of Visual Arts, 
Frankfurt, Seyyal Carnetto took on the artistic and executive direction of the Academy in 2007 together 
with Tomaso Carnetto and developed new, interdisciplinary-orientated  study areas. The application of 
design in „law and politics“ is considered as a pilot project in Germany. Together with Tomaso Carnetto, 
she is the author of »Linguistic Body II, Fashion « (2014). Seyyal Carnetto is also the author of »01.04.1915 - 
30.04.1915 – a linguistic transnotation of state documents on the genocide of the Armenians « (2015). 
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